
1 

A note from your President...   

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, All things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all. 

     As I sit here in our four-season porch, recuperating from hip replacement surgery, I am once again 
astounded by God’s great creations!  The leaves have buds on them, there are baby goslings swim-
ming in the pond, birds are singing and it’s warm enough to have the window open for part of the day.  
What a great opportunity to appreciate and enjoy the new beginnings happening right now! 

     So what new beginnings are you ready to experience?  Would you like to find an existing United 
Women in Faith unit to join?  Would you like to create a United Women in Faith unit at your church?  
Does your existing unit need to find a new mission to focus on?  Does your unit want more infor-
mation about something pertaining to UWF?  Would you like help with any of these ideas?  Members 
of our district UWF team would be glad to help you with your new beginning!  United Women in 
Faith can be so many different things to each and every local unit.  Just let us know what support we 
can give you! 

     Happy spring and thank you, God, for your beautiful creations! 

Laura Marlowe 

Greater Southwest District UWF President 

              May 2024 Edition 

 

                            

    2024 Advocacy Day         Lansing  March 13, 2024 

 Nearly 250 people attended Advocacy Day held at the State Capitol. We gathered at the 

United Methodist Church across the street from the Capitol. The theme was believing that 

health care is a basic human right, advocacy for increased access to care, and eradicate stigma 

around treatment of mental health and substance use disorder treatment. This was a well-

planned event with appointment times to meet with one’s Senator or Representative, a press 

conference, box lunch, worship, and tours of the Capitol building. 
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Greetings from the Secretary of Program Resources... 

 If you or your unit have reading logs for the 2023 Reading Program, please be sure to 
send them to me, Jan Hedgcock, the new Program Resources person.  As of April, I have only 
received logs from 2 people.  Apologies are extended if you sent them to someone else, but 
please take this opportunity to send them to me.  My contact information is as follows: 

Jan Hedgcock  
hsspedteach @yahoo.com  
(269) 251-5169  
303 Calhoun St. Union City 49094  

 

 

The Sum of Us:  What Racism Costs Everyone and How 

We Can Prosper Together by Heather McGhee  

Thursday, June 20, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom  

Join Michigan United Women in Faith for a Read Together book discussion. This book appears on United 

Women in Faith’s 2024 Reading Program as a Social Action selection.    

Pre-reading is highly recommended.  This will be a fully interactive small group discussion.    

You can borrow the book from your public library or purchase it at your favorite bookstore.  

This book talk will be hosted by Ruth Sutton, Coordinator of Program Resources for the Michigan Conference 

United Women in Faith.   

All are welcome to participate!  

Please send an e-mail to Ruth Sutton (suttonr1@charter.net) to get the participant link.   
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From the District Treasurer… 

 Happy spring!  I’m sitting in my kitchen watching the birds on my feeders and breath-

ing in that wonderful spring air.  I hope everyone has been able to get out and enjoy the beauti-

ful weather we have had as we end April and enter May.   

 First let me welcome all the new units who are now a part of the Greater Southwest 

Michigan District of United Women in Faith.  I sent out emails to all church secretaries in our 

district a few weeks ago, asking for information about local units of UWF.  I appreciate the re-

sponses I have received so far and plan on following up with letters to those I have not heard 

from yet.   What I am really hoping to find out is how many active units we have and whether 

units that might currently be inactive are interested in a visit from someone on the leadership 

team to talk about rebuilding or maybe just rejuvenating your unit.  You can contact me or any 

of the district officers at any time and we would be happy to help. 

 We are almost at the halfway point of our fiscal year so please consider sending in your 

pledges as soon as you are able to do so.  I would encourage all of you to consider becoming a 

5 Channel Giving unit.  The areas for giving are Pledge to Mission, Special Mission Recogni-

tion ($40 for pin), Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank Offering. I have a good 

supply of cards for Gift to Mission, In Service of Christ, birthdays, and new baby but unfortu-

nately sympathy cards have been on back order for some time.  I hope to have some soon but 

if part of your pledge is in memory of someone, I will make sure to find something appropriate 

to send you. To receive any card a pledge of $5 is needed in one of the 5 channels.  Any single 

member of your unit can also give personally to all 5 areas and be recognized as a 5 Star Per-

son.  This is considered part of your unit pledge and the unit is then automatically a 5 Channel 

Unit.   

 Please let me know if you have any questions or need anything from me, including 

forms.  I am happy to help.   

Mary Howard, Treasurer 

GSW District Michigan UWF 

269-757-3011 

maryhowa@att.net 
 

mailing address: 

Mary Howard 

PO Box 114 

Hopkins, MI 49328 

mailto:maryhowa@att.net
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IMPORTANT 2024 DATES 

• North Central Jurisdiction Meeting, May 30 — June 2 * Indianapolis 

• Mission Night, June 19 * Simpson UMC, Bangor 

• Mission u, July 18 — 20 * Mt. Pleasant First UMC 

• Greater Southwest District UWF Annual Meeting 
September 28 * Washington Heights UMC, Battle Creek 

• Conference Leadership Training for District Officers 
October 25 * St. Luke’s UMC in Essexville 

• Conference UWF Annual Celebration 
October 26 * St. Luke’s UMC in Essexville 
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The PURPOSE of United Women in Faith: 

United Women in Faith shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of 

the church. 


